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RaRa/KODAK Joint Meeting 
December 2nd 


December seems to be the month of practicing 
traditions. A long time Rochester tradition for 
December is that the Kodak Amateur Radio Club 
serves as host to RaRa for the monthly meeting. 
We are pleased to announce that there is no change 
for 1994; RaRa will be the guest of the Kodak 
Elmgrove ARC on December 2nd. This will be a 
regular meeting, starting at 8 PM as usual, only the 
location is changed. 

See the map elsewhere in this issue (Nice job 
Keith!) for details on how to get there; it is the 
same location as it was last year. A convenient 
way to approach Elmgrove is to take 490 West 
from the city, then take the new Spencerport exit to 
Route 531. Once on the new expressway, take the 
very first exit to Elmgrove Road. 

Keith Freeburg, N2BEL will man a Simplex 
Talk-In on 147.48 MHz for anyone needing further 
assistance. 

This year our friends at Kodak are being doubly 
generous to RaRa in that they have invited one of 
their own as the evening's speaker. Mark 
Waldman, WB2JNW is with Kodak's Government 
Services Division. He will speak on a new 
observational telescope under construction for 
NASA. It is called the ADVANCED X-RAY 
ASTROPHYSICS FACILITY and will add to the 
data being gathered at optical wavelengths by the 
Hubble Space Telescope. Mr. Waldman's function 
is the alignment of the X-ray mirrors, which he 
refers to as ‘grazing incidence X-ray optics’ (I 
won't pretend to understand exactly what that 
means). He has a proven record of being a 
captivating speaker, and in case he doesn’t bring it 
up, be sure to ask him "by how much was the 
Hubble mirror off, anyway?" 

Bring your astronomer friends along. 


WINTER FUNFEST 


February 11, 1995 


DECEMBER 1994 


NO. 4 


RaRa MEETING 


December 2, 1994 
8:00 P.M. 


JOINT KODAK MEETING 
Kodak Elmgrove 


SEASONS GREETINGS 


With the temperature in the 50’s and the sun warm 
on the skin, it doesn’t seem like I should be saying 
these words. But, sure enough, the season is com- 
ing. Just look in the stores, where we have all seen 
Christmas items on the shelves for weeks. Whatever 
the conditions now, this will be my last chance to 
get into the Christmas spirit for wishing all of the 
members of RaRa the best of Seasons Greetings for 
1994 and a start on a very good new year, 1995. 

Chris Reich will preside at the annual Kodak 
meeting. My Thanks to all the Kodak hams for hav- 
ing us there. On the night of December meeting I 
will be in the upper North-West corner of Maine, 
working public service radio on a PRO car Rally. 
It’s crazy, I know, but it’s like a vacation, it you 
don’t get snowed in. 

I do wish all of you the very best in the coming 
Holidays and also in 1995. And above all, HAVE 


FUN! Roger, WB2BWO 
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61st ROCHESTER HAMFEST 
MAY 19-21, 1995 


by Harold Smith, K2HC, General Chairman 


The 61st annual Rochester Hamfest and Computer 
Show combined with the Atlantic Division/New 
York State Convention will be held next spring, 
Friday, Saturday, and Sunday, May 19-20-21, at the 
Monroe County Fairgrounds in Henrietta. 


CHANGES 
FLEA MARKET 
The flea market will open for set up at 6 a.m., Fri- 
day, May 19. No one will be permitted in the flea 
market area prior to that time. 
BANQUET and AWARDS 
The annual banquet and awards ceremonies will 
be held Friday evening, May 19, 6:30 p.m. at the 
Marriott Thruway Inn. This event is moved from its 
former Saturday evening time. There are no formal 
gatherings on Saturday evening at the hotel. 
DATES -- 1996 and BEYOND 
For many years, we have suffered a severe short- 
age of hotel rooms. The annual Lilac Festival and 
graduations help to create the room shortage. To 
eliminate that problem, starting in 1996, the Roches- 
ter Hamfest and Computer Show will change it’s 
dates. We will move from the weekend prior to 
Memorial Day to the weekend following Memorial 
Day. 
Upcoming dates for the Rochester Hamfest and 
Computer Show are: 
1996 -- May 31 - June 1-2 
1997 -- May 30-31 - June | 
1998 -- May 29-30-31 
1999 -- June 4-5-6 
2000 -- June 2-3-4- 


RaRa HOT LINE 


(716) 442-0587 


24 hours a day 
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“ WANTED’ OLD RADIOS 


AM BROADCAST, TABLE TOP 
VINTAGE 1940 TO 1950 


WA2ZNC “LEN” 


716-229-5470 


122 W. Lake Road, Honeoye, NY 14471 
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IS THIS YOUR FINAL RAG? 


All RaRa memberships expired on October 31st. 
However a two month courtesy grace period is ex- 
tended for those few procrastinators. If your mail- 
ing label indicates an “Oct 94” expiration date, your 
renewal has not yet been received. To keep your 
RaRa Rag coming uninterrupted and to insure re- 
ceipt of your copy of the new 1995 RaRa 
DIRECTORY to be mailed to all paid-up members in 
January, send in your renewal form today or bring it 
to the December meeting. If you need another 
application, just contact the Membership Chairman. 


DIRECTORY UPDATES 


With December just around the corner it is the time 
of the year that we get ready to print the 1995 
“Directory of Amateurs” for the greater Rochester 
area. To insure that your entry in the directory is 
correct please take a minute and check the mailing 
label on the envelope that this issue of the RAG was 
mailed in. Make sure that your name, address, and 
call are correct. The information that is on the label 
is what will be printed in the directory. 

The directory lists all the amateurs in the 144, 145, 
146 ZIP codes plus all current RaRa members in the 
United States (over 3000 listings). If you are aware 
of any new amateurs in the area or new call-sign 
changes please let us know so that we may publish 
an accurate directory. 

If any information is incorrect or missing please 
let the editor of the directory know before December 
10, 1994 so that the correct information can be in- 
cluded. Send the corrected information to: 

RaRa Directory Editor 

Richard A. Goslee, K2VCZ 

24 Elaine Drive 

Rochester, NY 14623-5306 
or call RaRa at (716) 442-0587 or (716) 671-4430. 
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Our Boat Covers Are Tops. 


1800 N. Clinton Ave., Rochester, NY 14621 


(716) 266-6440 


Chuck Vorndran 
WB202S 


Advertisement 


UPHOLSTERY DRAPERIES 


DECEMBER CALENDAR 


2- RaRa Meeting - 8:00 p.m. 
Kodak Elmgrove 


8 - RAPS Meeting - 7:30 p.m. - 111 Westfall 
17 - RaRa VE Testing - 111 Westfall Road 


FOC SEEKS CHANGES 
IN TWO UHF BANDS 


The FCC on October 20 adopted a Notice of Pro- 
posed Rule Making to convert a block of spectrum 
from federal government to commercial use, includ- 
ing two UHF bands shared by Amateur Radio on a 
secondary basis with the government. 

The proposal, in ET Docket 94-32, would allocate 
2390 to 2400, 2402 to 2417 (both shared by ama- 
teurs), and 4660 to 4685 MHz to the Fixed and 
Mobile Services. The FCC is required by the Omni- 
bus Budget Reconciliation Act of 1993 to adopt 
rules for such a reallocation by February 10, 1995. 

The proposal calls for licensing to be accom- 
plished through competitive bidding. In a news re- 
lease, the Commission said it is requesting comment 
on alternative approaches, including “continued use 
of some of this spectrum by the amateur commu- 
nity”. 

The FCC said it received a number of responses to 
its Notice of Inquiry on the proposal reallocations, 
including formal comments from “the amateur com- 
munity” (primary the ARRL). More information 
was in October OST, page 83. 


In another proceeding, ET Docket 94-124, the 
FCC is proposing to open a number of bands above 
40 GHz to commercial use. The only one that 
potentially affects amateurs in 76.0 to 77.0 Hz, 
which is adjacent to our primary allocation at 75.5 
to 76.0 GHz and is part of the 76.0 to 81.0 GHz 
band that amateurs share on a secondary basis. 

Tnx ARRL Letter 


FOR SALE — Home Brew KW Linear, Pair 4- 
400A’s, 6’ Rack, Heavy duty components, not 
working, blown plate Xfmr, burned out RF choke, 
two good spare 4-400’s. Offers? Ed Gable, 
K2MP, 392-3088. 


MOBILE ANTENNAS: Two Ham Sticks, 20 
and 17 meters, brand new still in wrapper. $44.65 
value for $39.00. Irv Goodman, AF2K, (716) 
671-4430. 
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ROANOKE,VA MAN 
SENTENCED FOR JAMMING 
AIRCRAFT COMMUNICATIONS 


An unlicensed Roanoke, VA radio operator who 
identified himself as the “Roanoke Phantom” was 
sentenced April 24th to 100 months in prison and 
fined $2,000 - to be followed by three years of 
supervised probation. 

Rodney E. Bocock was convicted of transmitting 
false air traffic control instructions, endangering the 
safety of aircraft in flight and using obscene, 
indecent or profane language on aviation frequen- 
cies. His transmissions included misinformation to 
pilots, false distress calls and offensive language. 

A massive joint effort was mounted by the FCC, 
FAA, FBI and the Allegheny County Sheriff's De- 
partment to locate Bocock and was one of the most 
difficult cases the Commission has had to solve. 
FCC investigators from across the country were 
called in to assist in surveillance, radio direction- 
finding and technical signal analysis work. 

The case involved more resources than any other 
case in FCC history. “The joint effort resulted in 
resolution of a serious threat to aviation safety”, 
FCC Field Operations Bureau Chief Richard M. 
Smith said. “The conviction and now the sentencing 
should send a strong message that people who com- 
mit this sort of serious violation will be caught and 
punished”. 

Tnx W5YI Report via The Readout 


FOR SALE: Icom IC-751 HF Xcvr. All bands 
with General Coverage receiver plus built-in 
Speech Synthesizer Unit and RC-10 Remote Fre- 
quency Controller. $800. Irv Goodman, AF 2K, 
671-4430. 


Patrick C. Moyer, N2AIW 


Attorney & Counselor-at-Law 


General Legal Services 
ARRL Volunteer Counsel Participant 
AOPA Legal Plan 
Masters Degree in City Planning 


Day and Evening Hours 
(716) 427-9907 


2128 W Jefferson Rd + Pittsford. NY 14534 
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FCC TO USE NEW SOUPED 
UP PATROL CARS 


According to BroadCasting and Cable Magazine, 
‘the FCC will roll a new fleet of souped-up spec- 
trum patrol cars out of the garage this summer’. The 
Commission is including *--a trunk load of mapping 
and global positioning technology into 10 of its cars. 
FCC engineers hope the beefed up mobile digital 
direction finder’ (MDDF) vehicles will cut the time 
needed to find illegal radio operators. 

A prototype model displayed at the FCC carried 
$75,000 worth of signal tracking and location equip- 
ment installed inconspicuously in a blue Chevrolet 
Caprice”. 


Tnx WSYI Report via The Readout 


SNYDER AND SNYDER 
Attorneys at Law 


Accidental Injuries 
Wills & Estates 
Social Security Disability 
Real Estate 
Divorce 
Adoptions 
Stock Broker Liability 
Securities Arbitration 


Discount for Licensed Amateurs 


Paul I. Snyder 
Jeanette F. Snyder 
Sherwood M. Snyder, W2KFU 


(716) 546-7258 


183 E. Main St. 
Suite 1024 
Rochester, NY 14604-1681 


FASTER LICENSING: 


FOC SETS DATE FOR ELECTRONIC 
FILING 


On October 24 the FCC released a 7-page Order 
amending its amateur rules, effective December 20, 
1994, to reflect what the Commission calls “non- 
substantive procedural changes”: 


®To permit electronically filed data from VECs 
(paper applications also will still be accepted): 


®7To authorize operation as soon as the new license 
data appears in the amateur service licensees data 
base, rather than (as now) when the license 
document has been delivered (details of how the 
new licensee can determine his call sign will be 
announced later); 


@ To add a new rules section, “Examinee Conduct’, 
to emphasize that an examinee must comply with 
the instructions given by the administering VEs; 


® To treat “Technician Plus” as a license class; 


And to provide for a renewal short form”, which 
the FCC says will be mailed to licensees in advance 
of their expiration date beginning sometime in 1995. 
The FCC added that renewal applications would be 
accepted no more than 90 days before the expira- 
tion date. 


Because of the nature of these rule amendments, 
there is no notice or comment period required by 
federal law. Again, these changes do not take effect 
until December 20, 1994. 


Tnx ARRL Letter 


M. ORNSTEIN 


WB2YYB 
CONTRACTING 


(716) 334-3258 


Gutter Cleaning 


Free 
Estimates 


Residential & 
Commercial 


Seamless 
Gutters 


Attic 
Ventilation 


THE RaRa RAG YEARS AGO-- 


by Ed Gable, K2MP 


20 YEARS AGO - DECEMBER 1974 

The December meeting highlighted John Schooley, 
W2BLU, with a talk and slide show on the advances 
of technology on the telephone industry. Computers 
voice message service and other advanced features 
of the new Kodak telephone system were featured. 
Oscar 7 was launched on November 15th and gave 
many hams their first easy access to satellite using 2 
Mtr in/10 Mtr out. Ed Maher, WB2FJY, writing for 
the RVHFG, reported that Bob Moore, WA2JFM, 
would demonstrate a spectrum analyzer at the next 
meeting. Ray Roberts, WA2SSU, reported that the 
444 .25/449.25 repeater would be located at building 
69 at Kodak Park. PR man David Holtz, WB2HTH, 
wrote a lengthy article on Amateur Radio 
Contributions to Rochester and the Public. It still 
makes good reading today. There was a total of 
eleven paid commercial advertisers at this time as 
well as many personal ads. 


40 YEARS AGO--DECEMBER 1954: 

RaRa’s first membership Directory is being issued 
to each member as well as an order blank for 
standard RaRa Photo QSL cards showing a picture 
of the Emergency Communications truck. The 
December meeting featured a representative from 
Weston who will demonstrate their latest test 
equipment line. New calls heard were KN2ISP and 
KN2JFV. It was reported that W2VTR needed 
“special machinery” to move his ten ton (!) 
transmitter into the new shack. Hank, W2UTH, is 
DXing on 144 Mes from his new Victor QTH. RaRa 
was then, as it is now, dedicated to public service 
and Civil Defense communications and this issue 
reported on a three day CD test in which 50 local 
hams participated at fixed shelter sites and mobile. a 
3 hour period, with complex calling and listening 
times and frequencies caused by the widely varying 
allowed band use by area. | 


NOTEWORTHY NOTES 


Keep your eyes, ears and mind open for people who 
might be eligible for three awards given to three 
worthy amateurs at the ARRL Convention, held in 
connection with the Rochester Hamfest, next May. 
The awards are: The Amateur of the Year, The 
Grand ‘Ole Ham and The Technical Achievement 
Award. More about these in coming RAGS. Or, 
you may call me at 292-6665 for information. 
Roger, WB2BWQ 
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ARCHIE the HAM 


We don’t know if Archie, in the comic books, ever 
did settle down with Veronica, but we do know that 
Archie, in the comic books about Amateur radio, is 
making a big hit with those thinking about taking up 
our hobby. These comic books seem to be a catalyst 
in the formative stages of ham radio. 

The ARRL, which sends these booklets out to 
clubs and schools which request them, has run out 
of the last batch of 100,000. They would like to 
send more of them out, but because of the cost of 
$19,000 to print them, they need help. They are 
asking for tax deductible donations from individuals 
and clubs to help with this cost. 

If you would like to help promote ham radio and 
would like to do it from your easy chair, here is the 
way. Just give me a call on the phone (292-6665) 
and Ill give you all the finer details on this great 
way to promote Ham Radio. 

Roger Harnaart, WB2BWQ 


QUICK TIP 


Do you carry an extra battery pack for your HT? 
Most of us do today at some time or another. Did 
you know that these little power packs can be real 
dangerous if they get shorted out by ... lets say a 
metal pen in your pocket? Well I found a great way 
to prevent this and it costs basically nothing. [| 
simply put a wide rubber band from a head of broc- 
coli around the entire pack covering the contacts. 
This prevents the terminals from shorting out. Now 
my only problem is getting the kids to eat the 
broccoli! 

George, N30WG via The Readout 


BRIEFS ARRL LETTER 


®The FCC has issued a Notice of Apparent Lia- 
bility for $20,000 to Ace Communications of 
Fishers, Indiana, for marketing illegal scanner 
radios. Ace, the FCC said, advertised two different 
unauthorized scanners in magazines including 73 
Amateurs Radio Today, CQ,, and Popular 
Electronics. Both the models cover cellular 
telephone frequencies. The FCC based the fine on 
Ace’s apparent ignoring of warning letters from the 
Commission and called the violation “intentional”. 


© Weird Science: The recent story about hot dogs 
and health originated in the Los Angeles Times and 
widely circulated via its new service. Not heard on 
TV recaps was a statement by the study’s originator, 
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University of Southern California epidemiologist 
John Peters, who said that the hot dog indictment 
was “part of a little side questionnaire to our study 
on electromagnetic fields. We were as surprised as 
anyone”, Peters said, “by the hot dogs findings ... It 
was the biggest risk for anything we saw in the 
study -- about four time the risk for EMFs”. 


® Astronaut Ken Cameron, KBS5SAWP, has been 
named Director of Operations-Russia and manager 
of NASA operational activities at Star City and at 
the Russian control center at Kaliningrad. 


He will work with Russian Space Agency engi- 
neers and flight controllers on the US-Russia co- 
operative space program, including supervising 
NASA astronaut training at Star City and develop- 
ing plans and procedures to support joint space 
shuttle/Russian Mir space station flights and space 
station development. He is expected to command 
one of the early shuttle docking missions with Mir. 
Cameron has flown on two SAREX shuttle flights, 
STS-37 in 1991 and STS-56 in 1993, both of them 
‘all ham” shuttles. 


RaRa HOT LINE 


(716) 442-0587 


24 hours a day 


00-YEAR FETE FOR CO 


CQ magazine will celebrate 50 years of publishing 
in 1995 with a special anniversary issue of the mag- 
azine, operating awards, and a “variety of off-air 
events and special opportunities”, said Publisher 
Richard A. Ross, K2MGA. 

The January 1995 issue of CQ will have a special 
section devoted to the anniversary, with articles on 
the past half-century in Amateur Radio as well as 
“the real world”, and, of course, this history of CQ. 

Special awards for operating during 1995 will be 
announced in CQ. Coordinator of the 50th anniver- 
sary project is Rich Moseson, NW2L. 

Tnx ARRL Letter 


CALENDAR CORRECTION 


Note please that the date given for the Winter Fun- 
fest in last month’s Rag was in error. The correct 
date for the Winter Funfest is February 11th, 1995. I 
regret any inconvenience caused by my error, please 
correct the date in your personal calendars. 


NEW WNY ASSISTANT 
SECTION MANAGER (ASM) 


Our own ARRL Western New York Section Man- 
ager, Bill Thompson, W2MTA, recently announced 
the appointment of two new Assistant Section Man- 
agers. One of these is RaRa’s own Ed Gable, 
K2MP. Ed was recruited especially for the position 
of Section Historian where a compilation of WNY 
activities, clubs, key people and the like is antici- 
pated. The other is Dave Schryver, NR2S, who is 
active in the Tri-County area on newsletter and is a 
PIO. RaRa_ congratulated both on their appoint- 
ments. 

RaRa, an ARRL Special Service Club, should be 
proud of it’s member contributions to the tireless 
efforts of the ARRL on behalf of all Radio Ama- 
teurs. Other local appointees include: 

Ed Holdsworth, N2EH: Club Coordinator, Assist- 
ant Section Manager, Emergency Coordinator. 

Ed Gable, K2MP: Assistant Director Atlantic 
Division, Assistant Section Manager, Assistant 
Emergency Coordinator. 

Dwight Hill, K2AWKW: Bulletin Manager, OPS, 
PIO. 

Irv Goodman, AF2K: ORS, Net Manager. 

Dave Smith, N2EAI: ORS, Section Traffic Man- 
ager. 

Official Phone Stations: K2NC, KA2GPJ, K2SA, 
WA2MYG. 

Official Relay Stations: K2BCL, NU2U, N2EVG, 
N2TOY, W2ICE, KA2DPD. 

Technical Specialist: KE2DI. 

Haansoff D. Phinal, DK2RL/K2 


Rarhester 
HAMIFEST 


May 19-20-21 


WOW!! What a great auction. Thanks to everyone 
who brought equipment to sell, to those who came 
to purchase this equipment and to the great number 
who sat through the WHOLE thing just for the fun 
of it. I can’t believe it was 11:30 before those two 
Happy-Harmonious-Hams finished with their Mad- 
Cap Mouthfuls of Malarkey. How do they do that? 
Lets have them try it again next year. Maybe we’ll 
find oyt. Thanks also to the Officers and Board 
members who did the financial work and the bull 
work. Nice job everyone!! 
The H-H-H Guys? Gable and Goslee, of course. 


73 MAGAZINE PUBLISHER 
IN FINANCIAL TROUBLE 


Wayne Green, owner of Wayne Green Inc. (WGI), 
has circulated a letter to creditors advising that he 
“... discovered that my comptroller had apparently 
modeled the WGI financial system after to one 
Congress is using, complete with deficits and some 
of the more pesky items off the books. Things were 
completely uncomptrolled”. 

Green, W2NSD/1, now has an “ex-comptroller”, 
reduced staff and “... gotten rid of the money-losing 
CD manufacturing division that caused the trouble 

The company is now back into a profit-making 
situation. Green is trying to liquidate an “un-believ- 
able amount of inventory into cash... ... ‘Given a 
little time, I believe we can move it out at 50% on 
the dollar and thus have enough to pay everyone off. 
Fortunately, good music doesn’t go out of date like 
magazines’. 

“If we get forced into Chapter 11, everyone but 
the IRS and the lawyers will get screwed. I don’t 
want that, nor do you. So, let’s work together while 
I’m solving the problem caused by an uncomptrol- 
ler”. The letter was dated April 18, 1994. 

Tnx The Readout 


Open 
Saturdays 


RAMSEY 
10 AM-2 PM 


SURPLUS OUTLET STORE 


e Complete line of cable and 
connectors 

e ARRL Publications 

e Component parts 

e Complete Ramsey kit line 

e Large selection of coils and other 
hard to find RF parts 

e Consignment sales 

e Plus the usual surplus goodies 


Only 15 minutes from Rochester in Victor 
DIRECTIONS 
From 490 West (thruway Exit 45) 


From So t 
Take Rt. 64 to Mendon 4 corners (Rts. 64 & 251) 
East on Rt. 251 2 miles to Canning Pkwy 


Ramsey Electronics, Inc. 
793 Canning Parkway Victor, NY 14564 
Phone 924-4560 Fax 924-4566 
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Parking Area Elmgrove Plant 
Building 5 
g ri 
4 | iC] rornememnnite 1S 


ea Elmgrove Road 


Enter This End of 
Building 


Route 490 West 
Bound 


: X Shows the location of traffic signals. 
Talk-In 147.48 MHz Simplex. 
2 Please wait to be let in at turnstile. 


GLENWOOD ELECTRONIC 
594 HAGUE STREET COMPONENT PARTS 
ROCHESTER, NY 14606 (NEW AND NEW SURPLUS) 


stg pepe nepal LARGE SELECTION 
7 Gest: HIGH QUALITY 


SAT 9:00 AM - 12:30 PM abit 
PH: (716) 328-1600 pak eis 


FAX: (716) 328-3630 IN-DEPTH INVENTORY 


WE STOCK THE FOLLOWING: 


AC CORDS IC'S SOLDER 
CAPACITORS LAMPS SWITCHES 
COAX CABLE LED'S TRANSISTORS 
CONNECTORS MOTORS TRIACS 

DIODES POTENTIOMETERS TRIMPOTS 
ENCLOSURES RELAYS VARIABLE CAPS 
FANS RESISTORS WIRE/CABLE 
FUSES SCR'S ZENER DIODES 
FUSEHOLDERS SHRINK TUBE LOTS MORE 


TRY GLENWOOD FOR ALL YOUR COMPONENT REQUIREMENTS 
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